Sear Joan* 11/15/79 

The opening wish of your 11/11 la that we are well and holding our o^twn. Ve 
are* thanks* You then refer to the painstaking retrieval pf rivets from the hotton 
of the Congo and | can feel for that from what I've been wasting much time on lately* 
getting a snow blade on the front of my little tractor* This means overcoming one 
totally unnecessary problem after another and learning as 1 go* That whan my little 
tractor was made the wrong frame was used* That the recommendation of the* dealer 
was wrong and could not be followed* had to be improvised upon* Finally* after desk 
last night the job appeared to be substantially done* Today will be partly wasted 
with a few aore odds and ends* Then* Instead of rivets* 1*11 be slipping ooze wood* too* 
so it will fib the stove that is in the fireplace so we can try to pass the winter 
in some comfort and without oil. 

If in a sense Conrad was talking about futilities and patience then what is 
reuired is patience and copimg* Of those who are without substantial means this 
then requires adaptation, that the adaxB not flow* the blood not pound 

the veins in anger* Or frustration* 

Which is really your FOIA situation* isn't it? 

I could respond better if X knew exactly what you asked for. 

As a general practise I believe it is good to allow a few days more than the 
>0 working days of the Act to pass before filing an appeal. When you appeal it is 
enough to refer to the request* where a number has been assigned including it* 
saying that failure to respond or comply or ask for sore time amounts to a denial, and 
you therefore appeal. In this you axe no worse off it you can't file suit once 20 
more working days have passed without anything happening because you don't have to 
file suit. However* it can have the advantage of getting you a kind of priority 
situation in the appeals machinery. In Justice it will if your request is not what 
they call a "project" request* meaning on* encompassing a certain largo number of 
records* I've forgotten the exact number* 

I'd appeal the State 10/4 if it did not ask for more time, perhaps now if not 
in a few days the PBX/DJ 10/30 and the 10/26 State on Bruce* 

With him remember that there is an exemption of the Act specifically applicable 
to personnel and similar files. It oan be (gained if he is dead or if he is a public 
figure* which you con claim he was* 

With Justice the reference to Indices may not mean much if you don't know which 
ones are searched. If they are by Division you may have to specify which Divisions 
you believe have or should have records. On the Curriers Civil/Righta Division is 
obvious* l*d not overlook the former Internal Security* which has been reabsorbed 
by Criminal. This may involve their referring back to the backlogged FBI records 
provided by the FBI, 

% the way* after you receive a response to your appeal* particularly from the 
Shea office at Justice* if they do not spepify a sequential number for the appeal 
and a time approximation * I'd ask for an estimate of the time they expect to need* 

There is no question* they have a backlog all around* at the FBI and in the appeals . 
office* so unless you have means of suing I'd opt for keeping after then in a quiet* 
polite way* saying you have heard they have a backlog* etc* , but would like to know 
because you are writing a book* ^his may be the best approach at State* where you 
can ask ifl they have a backlog* etc. But I'd do this at the sp ools stage* State 
can invoke the national security and foreign policy exemption, but don't mu 
cross that bright until your feet are at it. 

To now you hate done OK and the appeals are no special problem* merely a letter 
saying tha right tilings* 




The CM is a special kind of beast. It doesn't r ally ears about anything except 
misusing the Act for its own purposes and continuing its campai&i against the Act 
so that embarrassment to it can be reduced. That they have ignored your request is 
not unusual. However, I'd follow the some appeals policy, including timing. Because 
you wrote them 10/l8 I*d filo that appeal now. 

I'm not at all sure that it was right to anticipate an FBI objection because 
the Alexandra Bruce matter is what you call an open case. They disclose records in 
open cases, like «JFK f which is still open, if they are historical cases, and you 
can take the position the ^rsce case is. If the language of your request doesn't 
include this I'd amend the request to include it and let them Plain the exemptions 
if they believe that necessary. There may be material in the files they can release 
or if it gets on a policy level may want an excuse for releasing. Remember, they 
do not love the &A at the FBI. 

Tou ask whether the appeals letters relating to the diaries and the Curriers 
shpuld be very specific. This is a judgement callfe but I'd do it a different way, 
as by stating your specifics in a structure that goes something like jm including 
but not limi ted to add then the specifies. 1 began with pinpoint requests and wound 
up making them as Inclusive aa possible, based on oxporlenoe. There is a predis- 
position not to disclose, so don't give them figloafs. 

, When possible it is wise to get all you can afford to pay for because you have 
no way of knowing what someone may be trying to hide or where else it can be filed in 
duplicate or nan how stuff ia filed. As examples 1 cite the three major JFK files 
from ■ wahit ehioh the FBI has made disclosures to me. What is withheld in one is not 
withheld in another. While this can be because different characters processed dif- 
ferent files it can also be that in reading one file a well -intended person may see 
reason for disclosure after reading a second file. The important thing to boar in 
mind is that in general nobody is anxious to give you what you want and most resent 
having to give you anything at all. 

Tou are not "bothering me like a baby.” We all have to lean what is new to us. 
And if this is your reel attitude, abandon it promptly because it can be o*lf- 
daf eating with the professional bureaucrats. Z don't know that what X tell you is 
the best possible advioe. It is what from ay experience appears to he. t is new to 
you, so you are uncertain. This merely mszsxis you have &oxn*d the elub. Welcotse! 

Don t be Afraid of ctuteing mistakes and don't be afraid to carraotJddi them, which you 
can n alwoys do with a new request. 

Perhaps the time will come when we can discuss all of this in person. 

The/interviews sotmd great, if only be>:auea you have not boon turned down. 

By now you should have had some experience with them. My experience indicates that it 
l:;best to turn them on and let them pour out. Bach may have a steel to sharpen and 
may regard you as a possible whetstone. Fine if so. David sounds particularly pro- 
mising for a wild trukey is a real treat. And if he went so for as to mention, his 
special brand of bourbon, brush up on bourbon a bit. (My preference is for ^elscn 
county, Ky., small-distillery Jncrii bourbons because Nelson County has the best 
limestone mater for bourbon. As X recall *an±els is a good Tennessee sour mash 
bomrbon.) Be seems more than usually friendly so a side pleasantry might be helpful. 
Xn encouraging him to talk. 

Did X even tell you that the stuff X got out of Chile despite police and other 
opposition in the early period of World War II, plans for a Nasi putsch, which FDR 
used in a fireside chat, wound up in Bruce's office in the Apex Bldg, in Washington 
whan I asked for its return? . . .Emeuse the haste and typos, pleas. There is a golden 
promise teasing itself into visibility thrlugh the pines post the swimming ppol and 
I want*) read the paper before launching into today's errands. I'll feet it when I 
take the other mail out. is 20 and cold! best wishes, good heart and keep it up. 




